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School becomes capitalist hub for education’s sake

By Naricy Fong
TAF ITER
5AN LEANDRO — As sludenls rushed
jee Krjlsples, ice cream sundaes, -
lets, [rames and oy tops Lo market

hursday morning, others fingered their
milerodoilars, wondering what to buy.
The activily was parl of the M
clely program al James Monro
tary Sechool, and an opporlundty  for
students there to learn the basles af per
sonal Doudgeling &
supply and demand.

pel the econoimles of

1t was the school's [irst iarketplace
where upper-class students — those In
\hird, fourth and fifth grades — made,
soldd and purchased poods. and  Lhelr
younger  clissmales were allowed Lo
shop.

Principal Rick Rubino said the pro-
gram. which bhegan in Qelober, 1s In-
tenderl tn teach concepls ol money,
economics and the marketplace.

Not only thal, the program evenlually
will have its own hank. post office, gov-
ernment, courts and publishing house.
The minl-institutions, hased on a cap-

italism model, will be run by the stu-
dents. All students receive an income for
coming lo school and getting to classes
o thme.

According to Rubine, students earn
2100 per week and are allowed 10 slck
days per school vear. I they are sick
more than that. they are docked $20 for
each absence.

With thelr money, studenls are ex-
pected Lo pay $300 rent for use of thelr
desks and eventually will pay taxes.

Al the 45-minute marketplace
Thursday, some products sold briskly

School: Misbehaving kids
can be hauled into ‘court’
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class  sold
: with heads [r 8100
and lanyards for $150.

Selling the handmadie brace-

lets was Corhin Tangney, 11,

g whose [ace appeared on the

3100 micradollar by popular

vole. With his money, he had

purchased an jce-creamn sundae.

§ The rest of his money he
planned to save and pacy rent

The ldea [or Microsociely

§ grew out of a Drooklyn class-

room in the late 18060s and

seems to have caught ire in the
19490s.

Madison School adopted the
program  afler a countywide
training. Rubino beliewes it en-
gages  studenls  and teaches
them about real lfe.

For cxample, students who
mishehave may be Issued an in-

fraclion ticket or hauled Into
court, is allows us lo ralse
(children’s} consciousness
aboul thelr behavior and its Im-
pacl on sociely,” he sald,

“l think At's good.”  sald
parent Jim Trickel of the pro-
gram as he stood i the lce
cream line with daughler and
kindergartener Allison.

The program has opened up
family discusslons about money
and how il camt huy some
things. such as [riendship,

In addition, his wife, Kathy,
and their son Nicholas, a third-
grader al Monroe, had lalked
about markel concepts and all
the people who were involved In
bringing thelr Wednesday night
dinner of pork chops. to the
family's table, from the [armer
and slaughterhouse to  the
butcher.

and others had to be disconnterd fooat-
tract buyers.

Fourth-gracler Lawrence Laurente re-
alized thal perhaps he had undlerpriced
bis movie pins, which sold out o Iekly.
AL 540, (e pins were a sleal consid
hat a bowl of leo eream was 580
any additional loppings were 510
Rice Krisple treats sold hriskly for 8100,

But because cach student Tiad at leas!
A1.500. the prices were alfordahle and
faly, sald teacher Karen Kreider, Frr
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