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3 Tire fires near Westley ignite
an environmental crisis.
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RON LEWIS — Siaf
ommunications consultant Frederick Gamble of
Outersphere Inc. during the Microsociety Career Fair at Madison Elementary School in San
Leandro Wednesday morning.

Brittany Maunakea, 10, stands next to telec
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man glues tiles onlo the ceiling. The school is scheduled to reopen on Sepl. B after a 15-year closure.

enovated school will open soon

anie B, Wakeland

VRITER

N LEANDRO — Slanding amild
v painted walls. piles of wirfng
stacks of ceiling tles, James
an Elemenlary School Prin-
Riek Rubino has avision of a
chool with a new stall and 5
nrriculum.
st ol thal vision will be in
by Sept. 8. the day Madlzon
nes sindenis from throughout
v. Rubino said.
Lochevil is in the delails.” Tu-
Al List week s he picked his
iretigh 2 I|!II|||I(!L]|']3L:F~[' "0t
vilh eahinels awatling installa-
“Wewe Aried 1o think  1his
through,”
nking 1t hrongh inechiles re-
tring  soime classronms or
therapists,  psvchologisls,
ilpual eedueation specialisis,
no5ajd,
Iso menns delails soeh s in-
o window  hetween the
< office aned the clerl’s oflice
relaries ran keep oane eye on
liledren until thelr parents ar-

school will hiave 19 clisas-

for kindergarten through
ade classes, Rubino satd. 1
Al offer a sperial education
ool for children with comimu-
n disorders,

San Leandro schoolkids
will set up own ‘society’

i New York educator, sludents
essentlally sel up (heir own gov-
ernmenl and  cconomic system,
with a slrong emphasls on capl-
Laklsm.

Madison, and Grant Elemen-
lary School in the San Lorenzo
Unified School District, are the
lirst schools In Northern Cali-
fornia {0 adopt the idea. In inter-
viewing leachers Jor the school.
Rubino has made sure those who
are hired understand  amd sup-
porl e coneept.

By Jeanie R. Wakeland

STAFF WHITER

SAN LEANDRO — II James
Marlizon Elementary Schonl Prin-
cipal Rick Ruhino has his way,
his students will be running a
ik, publishing a newspaper,
olfering goods and  services for
sale, malking aws amed arguing
court cases by the ewd ol (he
schood year.

As part ol the ewreiculum at
the newly reopened schiool, Ruo-
hino  will dnstitole o program
called Microsociety, Developed by

Please s ee_S_;GEl_y E.Ot.,Al?

According 1o Depuly Superintens  existing buaildings  were
tlentl Boly Mehls, the Tinished schonl
will be able fo hold as many as 450
sluchents

Adulis who  attended Madison
whien it wis STRIE bietwern L9955 aned
198RS will recogndze lite of the old
sehinnl

About the only origlinal parts of
the Bailding still visible are the
floors amd the window frames. The

inets. playground  equipment
turl on the play Qelds.

D. ROSS CAMERON — Stalf
Rubino, James Madisen Elementary School principal, points to the school's renovated front office as a

far campus,

hie said,

stripped
lown 1o the wall studs and reluilt
with new deywall aned new cellings,
Among the major new Hems are
healing sysiems, lire alarms. win-
flows. wall coverings, storage cal-
and

Please see School, LOCAL-2

the same subjects,

Principal £
Has High &
Hopes for
Madison

By Clandetie Langley

Seere Lepaietine Times

The school doesn't even have
any walls yet hut the new prin-
cipal already has some innova-
tive ideas about the curriculum.

Rick Rubino, the principal of
the soon-to-te-reapened Madi-
son Elemeniary School. is steqm-
ing right ahead with his vision

- “Weare thinking abowt mak-
ing this & Micrusaciety school,”

Microsociety schonls are the
brainchild of George Richmond,
a former New York Cily elemen.
tary school leacher, The concept
ncorporates real world wark
expericnce with traditional sub-
jects like math and English.
ComtThe students - receive
Microsociety dollars for every
~-day they go (o school and pay
rent “for their desks," said
Rubino. “The students have jobs.
They are journalists, entrepre-
neurs, judges and lawyers,”
 The Microsocicty movement
is beginning to pick up momen-
tum nationwide, according Lo
‘Rubino. He said that not only is
he interested in incnrpomling'rhc
program at his school, but that
the San Lorenzo Unified School
District is also considering it for
Grant Elementary Schoal which
will open in Seplember,
Microsociety schools give
children hands-on experience with
money handling, taxes, the justice
system and how 1o run businesses,
The added doses of reality
seem 1o help students excel in
academia as well. Students from
the nation's first Microsociety in
Lowell, Massachusetts, tested
Iwo years above the national
norm in both reading and math
afer the program had heen in
place for six years, according o
an article in Time magazine,
Three years later, 13 eighth-
graders from the school passed
first-year college-level exams in

Looi:ir_:g into the Microsociety
programs is just one of the muoltj-
see MADISON, page 3

continued from page |

tude of tasks that Rubino has un-
dertaken since he was hired as
principal for a school thal hasn't
even opened yel,

He has been working closely
with the architects and the con-
siruclion management Tirm in
charge of the remade] and reno-
/ vation of the school. Rubino's
| G presence in the structure will

Rl surcly be felt long after he has
disappeared from the scene.

The school will have a li-

Madison: Will reopen in fall

The lower bid has allowed
the district ta put back a number
af elements thal were cut to save
costs earlier this year. Working
with the architect, Rubinn
shaved off $700,000 worth of
work and materials.

The school will open before
construction is linished, but
when the new wing is done,
Madison Elementary will be able
to accommodate approximately
A0 students, said Rubing,

Not one o sit back and wair,



