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m Real-World Education
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n some respect, human beings are unfinished projects, works in progress and products of change — be

it social, environmental, historical or technological. To some degree, everyone has regrets ...

pportunities missed or, in hindsight, opportunities seen with complete and utter clarity. In this par-
licular instance, my personal regret is educational - along the lines of practical, sensible, worldly, elemen-
fary education.

Can you contemyate having paid rent as a
miere kindergartner? O, for that matter, fu-
ition, taxes and utilibes? Can you imagine
having grasped —as a whimsical second-grader

ihe concepd of currency? The connections
b lwen caming, saving, investing and spend-
img " What ahout applying for a job or obtain-
ing a loan from g bank? What ahout creating
ooy and services for a burgeoning markei-
place? Or - beyond all shades of the imagina-
Lion—woling, compaigning and electing public
oilticimhs?

IF 1" correct, you, like mosl Anencans,
wore wondering what all the commation was
sahoniid ihe momend you bt the sircets — big
sotile. new soal, diploma.,. siedent loans -
aler pradunting college! You had all the nghi
siuf 1, bt no des how b apply “the 5wl or
what e s1ufT" meant in relation 1o the real
wirrll, Yo thought thal starting, salary waos
cuyuvalent o the amount of meney you would
Fsivee il vour dispasal fordinners, concerns and
1 iew-car payment! You knew how to ign (he
leuse on an apartmenil, arder oul, stoy nbreast
of the Latest trends. talk on the elephome,
charge it access the ATM and operate the
(PRI

Mt likely. you st cloborate, career goals

ncver mind your degree in economics and
thie ankling thut you were never meanf iohea
findncial planser - and panicked the moment
aresvecrdrall o aradames nl_'f.'.[I.‘I'iDUi.:l.Trl."l'l.]'
s marlaly slatemicid 10k up spacE in our
pnherwise uncluttered mailbox. You had no
suvings of spar: change, for that matter, and
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probahly woled gust Dike wour parends dad!
UEamar begs pond, Dwoleps hud, Fourlegs gond,
Lwer Teps hal.™

I'm bere totel ]y thar a <anelwary of neal
world kearning enely expsis! 05 the Sherman
Eheimeniary Business snd Government Prepa
vty Achonsl™s Microsogicly program
Christyn Pope, resoufce meacher and
Miceimisiey Faciliiine, saysthe program - a
Al version oF 8 oe-fe-life socieny -
Duips elsia e g ks sy conmmnaty, cily, skilc
Lar ot

“Hene, we ane unning 3 huge sociery, Our
Brigpestthing righn now 5 (ases — amd how we
ke from razsing them - vet bring in enough
ICney o pay govermment salames,

“What du yow de il there's no more mone
ot students don't have the O Axecs
(5hernian’s adogred foem of currency) Lhey
vpwi the cour lor whatever reason? | don™
have all the answers. Ii's been 2 lcamning
expenence for all ol us.”

Shorman siudenis study traditional scadem-
ies in the moming, and have Microsocicty
johs o perform i the allemoon. They are
hankers, markelers, entre prencurs, politicians,
arlists, scienbists, doctors, judges, architecis,
imedia and publishing moguls. They are:
‘hutchers, bakers, ard condlestick makers,”

The lirst six weeks of school, students leam
all abonnt the LS. povermmeni: the presidency
and Ll positions of govermment. 'We elect a
presudent, vice president, secrelary, treasurer,
sergeand af arms, and a historian,” Pope smd.

Swdenis regisier 0 vote, They nominate
fellow students “in serve the country.” Cam-
pangn speeches are conducted during cam-
paign woek, then the voling process ensues.
"Cnce the students are vobted in. we elect
semitdenrs i represent cach clazgsroom,” Pope
saidd,

The pexl stare is Sherman's version of a
ennstilationl convention, Palrioic songs are
pluyl officialsare owomin, thenewly elecied
ensdelivers an masgoral specch ond the
i ol e consasnatsen s signcd, Yohew!

s

Fvory siulem, T kinderganen through

lifth prade, plays an imporiant role inthe daily
operationof the Microsociely, They mn banks,
courts, & vanery of businesses and govemn-
menl agencies. They create and enforce laws,
carn an income through class atendance, and
bearn o save and invest their money

The remarkable thing is, even 1he youngest
shifenls manage i absorb the crux of the
markeiplace — of how things ultimately work
wrgether in o Nounshing cconomy. They grasp
buying and selling, resource conservation,
lorceasting prafits and, mast i mportant Ly, that
[ survvie in the real world, “the horse comes
blore the carl,” not the other woy oround!
{The cart leads the race for several people ]
know In fuct, they' ve been known to bid on
the cari’)

Ming-year-old Mictor Jackson works For
Sherman’s Bureau of Investigation (known a5
the SBI), andis ashining cxample of one with
afirm grasp on realiny.

“I"'ve learned that somelimes iF you don't
pay your rent arsiuff, your EBnEY aclde upau.d

We rhe people. ..
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adds up...and you won't have enough, ™ he
said. "0 you just keep buying soaff, wnd ohe s
prople come around and you say pou don's
have any maney — you wan't he ahle m o o
auclions or buy anything.

“That's why [ take out half ol my momey in
pay my reol, laxes, and fuition, Thar way |
win'Lowe anything, Maost of the tome, | snll
have a lot of Aztecs 1o spend.™

“I do the same thing as he does”” sl
Mathan Garbati, an outspokenfiftl-grader wlhin
works as a physical cducation eacher
Sherman's Microsocicty Healith Depanmen
“I keep a secret stash, 5o that | waon 't he oo
if something bad happens
lickel — which luckily [ haven't getien this
year."”

Mathan is referring o lckels given ool by
the 3BT for various olfenses, including mdchi
cdness 1o the Incomal Bevenue Service, T was
clean this year [ pasd all my doxes and
cverything, There are tax people thid coane
walking araund with their il Toklers, and
they jot down your pame ard heaw mue b voo
o, | was like "Yea! Fdon't owe anything ! |
was real happy. T had lots of savings, up
| e Aztecs,™

sherman sudents ane expecied wrabede Iy
the laws they've cremied, voted on, and passed
through legislaton, [T laws are disobeyed
sludents pay fines of varying deprees
pending on grade bevel ) For infraciions, misde-
meanors and felonies. Chewing o m, raoming
being caughl without a hall pass, spiting
screaming, yelling and bringing ciundy e
schromol arecommsideiod anfiac e, Talkingg Dach.
beeing disrespectful, saving bad wiords
and fooling around are misdemeanors
that carry a stiffer penalty, including
comumunity service and garnishmen
of wages for one week, Felonies
fighting, stealing, bribery, desiroying
property, threaenmg, himingkickmg,
ditching, gambling and hittenng - are
harshly enforced: communily service,
garmishment of wages For iwo wecks
and extremely expensive lines, This
eemingly applizs moreioworld events
than a brisk, vague op w “the
prncipal's office.”

“Oecasionally, a studem = “taken
out of society,' We don’l beheve
prison, bul positive altematives o
prison,” Pope sand. “Students an: taken
away from their peers amll senl 1o a
lower grade level. To them i's like s
prison, but al the same time they o
ke tutoring and deaching ather kil

Iker o kg, oo
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PAREY WITH THE ANIMALS!

Chula Vista Nature

Center is home to
spiders, snakes, birds
and all wildlife the
marsh has to offer.
Kids of all ages can pet
wro.  the sharks and rays at
EaarrTay our petting pool. This
coastal wetland is
located night here in

San Diego. We
accommodate birthday
parties, sleep-overs and

Hours: " Tues.-Sun. 10-5 PhM

Admission: field trips from 5-35 kids.
Adults $3.50 Please call for party
CHULA VIETA Ceniors 65+ $15|j rates.

NATURE  juniers(s-17) $1.00
CE"'JTER For More Information,

—— (Call (619} 422-24581

Rev Up Your Life
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ALL PROCEAMS START 703
Cluplilying Tirme 515
Gates ﬂﬂ 515
Farking Lot Opens S

AUGUST

3 Sportsman, G.A. Mods, Bombers, Pony
stock cars and Train Races

10 Sportsman, Bombers and Pony
stock cars

1T MSRA, Sreet, G.A. Mods.

Bomber stock cars and
Destruction Derby

24 Spontsman, Street, Bombers
and Pony stock cars

31 Sportsman, Street, G.A
Muods, Pony stock cars and
Train Races

EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA
ltegmiage 8 s Hi[\l_hw'.:l].l 7
Firadley cxit Wost
Mear Giillespic Field

Kids under 6 Free with Adull
ms:#m.mra_n
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“They also goto acounseling centerthat has
leadership programs, conflict mediation train-
ing, how 10 deal with peers . ..these arc the
things that help the Microsociery.”

Becauss students eam wages and partici-
paie in & capitalist sociely, it stands 1o rcason
that sormebody at Sherman has made a fortune.
Kimberly Espinoza, 11, is apparently one of
lhe wealthiest students in the Microsociety -
having had great success as a bakery shop
entrepreneur. Nod only that, Kimberly is a
doctor and the reigning president, 1 like hay-
ing a part in the rules,” she saye. “You make
the rules for everybody and you have a bot of
frignds."”

Kimberly is somewhar of a
legend...infamously clever. “'We had a sw-
dent who owned a bakery, and had an abun-
dance of moeney. She cooked brownies, cook-
ics, and cupcakes on a weekly basis,” Pope
saigl. "We tell our students that they can only
spend $10 of outside money in their business
veniures, because we wanl them o make prod-
veie during bdecro ame = otherwise they're
miaking proft they 're nol really entitled o

Meedless 1o say, this rule come in the wake
of Kimberly™s phenomenal success, “Fimst of
all, she should have been paying an import!
expon ax For purchasing four and sugar oul-
side of the school. [L was too late, , . we mever
did an imporl tax on her”" Pope said with a
chockle.

Carlos Cema and Mathalie Ramirez, both
eamest fifth-graders, are court judges. They re
collectively learming the difficultics associ-
nted with high-profile positions:

“Somenmes it's hard to make decisions,”
Mathalie said, 'l hear discussions. The delen-
dondissaying "Mo, I'mnol guiley I The distnc
allomey i5 saving "Yes, they stolks the money!”
"5 really hard.”

“I have to present myself in front of a lod of
people,” Carlog quipped, chamacterizing his
roleinthecour room. “1' mupthere. . listening,
writing notes down. It's very interesting. Al
thouph [ enjoy the job now, I wouldn®tactuall y
wani (o he a judge in real [ife. 1 would want 1o
be a police officer™
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Apparently for Carlos, the main benefit of
the Microsocicly invalves the strict rules of

conduct.

"It helps you to follow the rules...1o disci-
pline yoursell. It helps you understand rules,”
he said.

Although Sherman’s Microsociely program
tcaches practical skillsand opensupaplethora
of opportunitics to kids who might not other-
wise have the exposure, it isn't without per-
plexing issues.

“The kind ol curriculum we have here
doesn’t correlate well with current methods of
testing - like the multiple-choice test.” Pope
said.

Pape contends the reason has more (o do
with the Microsocicty’s stylistic learning en-
vironment than deademic deliciency.

“Students are used to working both indi-

vidually and in groups to solve problems.
That's what Microsocicty is all about,” she
said, "'If we look at a district multiple-choice

test, the test scares are not really reflective of

what we do or accomplish in the program.
When we lirstimplemented Microsocicty, our
kids did above the norm on state CAP (Cah-
fornia Assessment Program) tests.

“We don’t have an asscssment to this pro-
gram—other than attendance, lower discipline
problems and positive sell-csteem — and that's
one of the faults in the whole Microsocicty
Consortium of Schools throughout the nation.
We tcachers sce the elfects, but there isn't
written documentation of it.”

Pope may have a lol more documentation
than she realizes in the sea of students who
will inevitably pass through Sherman
Elementary’s Microsociety program - flood-

ing the proverbial causeway — with brilliance
and an insurmountable sense of purpose:

“1 think Microsociely gets us kids a jump
ahecad in the real world, because it shows us
how cverything really is. IUs not just some
big, casy thing_ . _vou have to learn, you have
o manage and you have to think,” Nathan
announced o the nods of Victor, Kimberly,
Carlos and Nathalic. The first powerful surge
inan cndless serics of magnificent waves, SUF
Robin Brooks is a contributor on ihe siaff of
Family Press..Photos provided by Sherman
Elementary.

The Microsociety Consortium ol Schools
consists of near 150 schools throughout the
U.S. - and additonal schools incountries around
the world. Itis a professional forum for sharing
ideas and innovative practices, and for ensur-
ing the quality and integrity ol the Microsociety
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Formerly Marshall Scotty’s
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The Little Dipper
Swarnming Fish
Bumper Cars
Motarcycles
Swing Chair

Tilt-c-Whit|
" Aiplanes
Fermis Wheel

Joomer
Boats

Frontier Train Rack-n-Roll N 4 7

2 playgrounds

Spacious picnic grounds

* Two 350’ Slides * Two 250" Slides * Two Kiddie Slides * Snack Bar
* Barbecues & Picnic Tables ¢ 4,000 sq. ft. Activity Pool
* Mushroom Waterfall » Horse Shoes & Volleyball

GREAT FOR PARTIES !!
OPEN: Wed. thru Sun. » 10 am — 5:30 pm Gooc_f, Clean,
Family Fun!!

(Call 742-1297 for Camp Information)

2 OFF*
ADMISSION
*Per Person Up to 3 People

Expires End of 9/96
Mot Valid With Any Cther Offer,
Coupon or Discount,

i 3 A7 S o S5
ADULTS $7.95
CHILDREN (4-11) $6.95
3 years & under FREE!!
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